TWELVE
A REMNANT SHALL RETURN!

I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I
will also surely bring thee up again.?

The doctrine of the Remnant 1s the last attempt to make sense
of the world we know. It follows from the doctrines of choice
(Section 10) and of desert (Section 11); for the survival of a
Remnani underlines the fact of the destruction of the rest and
the reason for it. It also introduces the subject of the next
Section, the vision of the future by which alone the present is
sustained.

Thus saith the Lorp, As the new wine is found in the
cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not, for a blessing is in
it: so will I do for my servants’ sakes, that I may not
destroy them all.?

As a terebinth, and as an oak, whose stock remaineth,
when they are felled.*

As the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in
the top of the uppermost bough.5

The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak
lies; neither shall a dececitful tongue be found in their
mouth.$

Isa. 10: 21. 3Isa. 65: 8. *Isa, 17: 6.
2Gen. 46: 4. 4I3a, 6: 13, ¢Zeph. 3: 13.
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And it shall come to pass, when all these things are
come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I
have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind
among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God
hath driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord thy
God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that
I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul; that then the
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have com-
passion upon thee, and will return and gather thee
from all the peoples, whither the Lord thy God hath
scattered thec.

If any of thine outcasts be in the uttermost parts of
heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather
thee, and from thence will he fetch thee.?

And 1t shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people, which shall remain, from
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed
of Judah from the four corners of the earth.?

I the Lord change not; therefore ye, O sons of Jacob,
are not consumed.?

Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the
twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, that
Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain
men out of Judah; and I asked them concerning the
Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity,

1Deut. 30: 1-4, *Isa, 11: 11-12, 3Mal, 3: 6.
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and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me,
The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the
province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall
of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof
are burned with fire.

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that
I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days; and
I fasted and prayed before the God of heaven, and
said, I beseech thee, O Lord, the God of heaven, the
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that love him and keep his command-
ments: let thine car now be attentive, and thine eyes
open, that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer of thy
servant, which I pray before thee at this time, day and
night, for the children of Israel thy servants, while I
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have
sinned against thee: yea, 1 and my father’s house have
sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and
have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes,
nor the judgements, which thou commandest thy ser-
vant Moses.

Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou
commandest thy servant Moses, saying, If ye trespass,
I will scatter you abroad among the peoples: but if ye
return to me, and keep my commandments and do
them, though your outcasts were in the uttermost
part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence,
and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen
to cause my name to dwell there. Now these are thy
servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by
thy great power, and by thy strong hand.

O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be atten-
tive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of
thy servants, who delight to fear thy name.?

INeh. 1: 1-11.
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Unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteous-
ness arisc with healing in his wings.!?

Thus saith the Lord, The pecople which were left of
the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel,
when I went to cause him to rest. The Lord appeared
of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee.

Again will T build thee, and thou shalt be built, O
virgin of Israel: again shalt thou be adorned with thy
tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that
make merry. Again shalt thou plant vineyards upon
the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant,
and shall enjoy the fruit thereof. For there shall be a
day, that the watchman upon the hills of Ephraim
shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the
Lord our God.

For thus saith the Lord, Sing with gladness for Jacob,
and shout for the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise
ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of
Israel. Behold, I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the uttermost parts of the earth,
and with them the blind and the lame, the woman
with child and her that travaileth with child together:
a great company shall they return hither. They shall
come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead
them: I will cause them to walk by rivers of waters, in
a straight way wherein they shall not stumble: for I am
a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born.

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and de-
clare it in the isles afar off; and say, He that scattered
Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd
doth his flock. For the Lord hath ransomed Jacob, and

1Mal. 4: 2.
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redcemed him from the hand of him that was stronger
than he.?

How lovely are thy tabernacles,
O Lord of hosts!
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of
the Lord; o
My heart and my flesh sing for joy unto the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house,
And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay
her young,
Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts,
My King, and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house:
They will be still praising thee. [Selah
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee;
In whose heart are the high ways to Zion.
Passing through the valley of Weeping they make it a
place of springs;
Yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings.
They go from strength to strength,
Every one of them appeareth before God in Zion.?

Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud
voice, and said, Ah Lord God! wilt thou make a full
end of the remnant of Israel?

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men
of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel, all of them,
are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have
said, Get you far from the Lord; unto us is this land
given for a possession:

Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God: Whereas
I have removed them far off among the nations, and

Uer. 51: 2-11. *Ps, 84: 1-7 (m).

154



whereas I have scattered them among the countries,
yet will I be to them a sanctuary for a little while in
the countries where they are come. Therefore say, Thus
saith the Lord God: 1 will gather you from the peoples,
and assemble you out of the countries where ye have
been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.
And they shall come thither, and they shall take away

all the detestable things thereof and all the abomina-
tions thereof from thence.?

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he carried
me out in the spirit of the Lord, ard set me down in
the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones; and
he caused me to pass by them round about: and behold,
there were very many in the open valley; and lo, they
were very dry.

And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones
live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.

Again he said unto me, Prophesy over these bones,
and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones:
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye
shall live. And T will lay sinews upon you, and will
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall
know that I am the Lord.

So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I
prophesied, there was a noise, and behold an earth-
quake, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.
And I beheld, and lo, there were sinews upon them,
and flesh came up, and skin covered them above:
but there was no breath in them.

Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind,
prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith

1Ezek, 11: 13-18.
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the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up
upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean
cut off. Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves,
and cause you to come up out of your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel.
And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves, and caused you to come up out
of your graves, O my people. And I will put my spirit
in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your
own land.?

Not by an army, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts.?

For by strength shall no man prevail.3

Thus saith the Lord: I am returned unto Zion, and will
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall
be called The city of truth; and the mountains of the
Lord of hosts The holy mountain.

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: There shall yet old
men and women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem,
every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And

the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls
playing in the streets thereof.

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: If it be marvellous in
the eyes of the remnant of this people in those days,

'Ezek, 37: 1-14, *Zech, 4: 6 (M). *] Sam. 2: 9.
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should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the
Lord of hosts.

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will save my

people from the east country, and from the west
country: and I will bring them, and they shall dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be my people,
and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.1

When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion,
We were like unto them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
And our tongue with singing:
Then said they among the nations,
The Lord hath done great things for them.
The Lord hath done great things for us;
Whereof we are glad.

Turn again our captivity, O Lord,
As the streams in the South.
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

Though he goeth on his way weeping, bearing forth
the seed;

He shall come again with joy, bringing his sheaves
with him.?

Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land:
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people,

Thou hast covered all their sin. [Selah
Thou hast taken away all thy wrath:

Thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine
anger.

Turn us, O God of our salvation,

And cause thine indignation toward us to cease.
Wilt thou be angry with us for ever?

1Zech. 8: 3-8. Ps. 126.
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Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?
Wilt thou not quicken us again:
That thy people may rejoice in thee?
Shew us thy mercy, O Lord,
And grant us thy salvation.
I will hear what God the Lord will speak:
For he will speak peace unto his people, and to his
saints:
But let them turn not again to folly.
Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him;
That glory may dwell in our land.

Mercy and truth are met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth springeth out of the earth;

And righteousness hath looked down from heaven.
Yea, the Lord shall give that which 1s good;

And our land shall yield her increase.
Righteousness shall go before him;

And shall make his footsteps a way to walk in.?

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert. And the glowing sand shall become
a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water: in the
habitation of jackals, where they lay, shall be grass with
reeds and rushes.

And an high way shall be there, and a way and it
shall be called The way of holiness.?

For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
streams upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:

1ps, 85. *Isa. 35: 5-8.
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and they shall spring up among the grass, as willows
by the watercourscs. One shall say, I am the Lord’s;
and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob;
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the
Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel.t

And they shall call them The holy pcople, The re-
deemed of the Lord.?

And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and
great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteous-
ness shalt thou be established.?

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah: not according to the covenant that
I made with their fathers in the day that I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt;
which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the Lord.

But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will
put my law in their inward parts, and in their heart
will I write it; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people: and they shall teach no more every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord.*

For I will take you from among the nations, and gather
you out of all the countries, and will bring you into your
own land. And I will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from
all your idols, will I cleanse you.

1Isa. 44: 3-5. ’Isa. 62: 12, 3[sa. 54: 13. Jer. 31: 31-34.
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A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart
of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you.?

And I will give them onc heart, and I will put a new
spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out
of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:
that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine
ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people,
and I will be their God.

But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart
of their detestable things and their abominations, I

will bring their way upon their own heads, saith the
Lord God.?

‘Ezek. 36: 24-27. Ezek, 11: 19-21.
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