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The author of this book has col-
Jected a mass of data, covering the use
of . Egyptian amulets, the doctrines of

- the irs, Indian alchemy, spells to
' bta-in a wife or busband, and the
“ritual to be followed in calhng up, the
its- of the dead. In many cases
:E e magician drew a circle round him

and wrote the name of God in the -

- cemtre -in chalk on
Strangely enou
write: Agla—

the ground.
he would frequently
ohim—Adonay (p. 94).

Agla, which the aiuthor does not

explain, is a Hebrew word made up of
. the four inttial letters of the Hebrew
- sentence Aitah  Gibbor - Le-olam
Adonay (Thou art mighty for ever, O
‘Lord); and is a well-known cabbalistic
- sign used as a talisman. Drawing a

mrcle for. the sreater éffectiveness of.

¥ﬂ of course, well known
A Im lltcrature. ‘A saintly man,
Chom, w_as asked by the rabbis to pray
. for rain, - He drew a circle, stood in

Zthe m& ‘and prayed, nddmg that he
,.' on_was mn! ted (Taanit 19a).
S ¢ S Jewish magic is
'l'he author has fafled

to make adequnte use of the vast

rabbinic’ and cabbalistic literature on
the subject. It is well known that in

Talmud times the people believed“ ll:fl ;
d  them, no one.
could exist because of these destructive -
-demons ” (Berachot 6a). The masses

evil spirits : they were invisible.

the eye. .could .

were full of superstitious beliefs ; they
were afraid of the evil eye, and they
were o exercise great care to

avoid arousing jealousy and thus

incurring harm from the evil eye of
. the mlous person.

© Cabbalists’ Bellef

The author is not always accurate :
“ One belief among Jewish cabbalists

--=was that the elusive Most Great Name,

the puissant Word. of Power, was
- Schemhamphoras™ (p. 16).
appears to think that this is a proper
name. It is not; it is Shem
mephorash, “the distinctive Name,”
i.e., the Tetragrammaton, This Name
was pronounced only. by the High
Priest in the Temple. : Others were not
permitted to utter this Name :
_the ineffable Name of God.
From the .Arab philosopher, Al-
Ghazzali reproduces the magic

square for easing childbirth (p. 82).

The numbers, horizontally, vertically,
and diagonally add-up to 15. The
author does not explain the signifi-
cance of the number 15, But, cunousz
enough, the same magic square, with
Hebrew letters, is known in medieval
Jewish  communities, It was written

on kosher parchment and placed on the

womanshea ‘l:oat:u?st]omet?:t
magicalquanyo ies in the
- fact that, in Hebrew létters, it adds up.

. —the-name-of-God:—Yod He-fwhleh-ls —~it "would : scemi TEAsSONabI€ to suppose

numerically equivalent to 15).
is already a vast literature on

. © the subject of magic._ In addition to -

~ the authorities mentioned in his biblio-
- graphy, the author could have con-
. sulted with profit Dr. Edward Lang-
- ton’s “ Essentials of Demonology
-and, for his chapter. on “ Jevmh
..Ma;ic > he would have &med a-deeper
insight rom readmg chapter on

“ Fo lore in
' 's Talmud.
"“Orienﬁl Mag:c * does make a solid

contri to the fascinating study
uf oecult lore .

_M mrshownm “dn th_a. ool
TH l.‘ ﬁ?_?Puu aad to M Dﬂo-

-,_Gouremch mth 'y fore-
obert ™.

iﬂ ’

(1632-1677),

“the "circle until

He -

Ha-

it was’

. Cohen’s -
However,

-.this

encyclopedic ..:{-;-"go beheve it.

THE ‘CHEREM’ ON SPINOZA

Some reﬂeetiom by LEON ROTH

Three hundred years ago
today (July 27) Baruch Spinoza
the famous philo-
sopher, was excommunicated by
the rabbis ‘in Amsterdam for
“ heresies.” The writ of excom-
municatiof, dated the. sixth of Ab
5416 (July 27, 1656), written in
Spanish, is still to be found in the
synagogue archives in Amsterdam.

ELVING recently 1‘n the
Quaker literature .of the
seventeenth century, I came

across a letter (published from the
Swarthmore collection by Henry'

Cadbury) written by the Baptist
minister and Quaker, William Ames,

Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677)

a former .officer
army, who settied jn Amsterdam in

1657. The letter jis addressed to

in Cromwell s_'_

“clericalism.

Margaret Fell (afterwards the wife

of - George Fox), of Swarthmore
Hall, and reads in part as follows :

* There is a Jew at Amsterdam that
by the Jews is cast out (as.he himself.
and other saith) because he owas no
otber teacher but the light, and he sent
for me and I spoke to bim and he

ms pretty tender and doth own all |

spoken; and he said that to
~ read of Moses and the propbets with-
out was nothing to him exoept he came
10 know it within.”

The lctter is dated April 17 1657,
Spmoza s excommunication took. place

.on July 27 (Ab 6), 1656; but since

he stayed on in Amsterdam writing a
defence " of himself against his
traducers and since he¢ became closely
connected with a local pietistic sect
the tenets of which were not far
removed from those of the Quakers,

is no precedent for here and now.
I have remarked that Spinoza did
not take the excommunication lying

down. He prepared ‘a Defence; and

students of his writings have thought
that traces of this Defence are to be
found in some chapters of his
Theologico-Political Treatise (1670).
This notable book, which exercised a
profound influence on’ 'European
thought for at least two centuries, is
remarkable for pointing out, among
other things of more general impor-
tance, that a prime cause of the col-
lapse of the original Jewish State was
what -we should now call its
It was brought to its ruin
internally oﬂ'y the priests, The priests
did not er a religious (that is. a
moral and spiritual) leadership. They
became -a. trade union of authoritarian
ecclesiastics concerned with the con-
tinvance of a cult. They were an
organisation, serving the powers that
be. They recked nothing of the jdeals
of the prophets. Theirs was not a
faith but a profession, )

-Any student of the contemporary
Jewish scene may suspect that some-
thing similar is happening today. In
every Jewish centre Jewish religious
organisation would seem to be killing
religion.
rvice at Bevis Marks
the feelings manifested
correspondence it provoked in
blic press, suggests that it is ¢

Synagogue a
m the

thing that in this country at least.

the power of excommunication has
been formally withdrawn. 1 forbear
to give other examples from this
country, or examples from clsewhere.

When Professor Klausner, of the
Hebrew Umvemty. declared in a
public address in Jerusalem many years
ago that the ban on Spinoza was lifted,
he was. giving expression not to a
legal decision but to a social and moral
aspiration. So far as the present State

_of Israel is concerned, it was also a .

prophetlc warning. He was repeating

.with the existence

“accepted” within
“limits ; and some-

~ with governmehtal

! The recent stir about the
3 Tercentenary

in religion. ** Moses and the

.. pl"'e .

the  lesson  which
Spinonhimselfm‘
which he expressed
in the sub-title of
his Treatise: that -
toleration is " not
only compatible

of . ordered society

but is the very
condition of its
well-being, In

theory this is now
an accepted pol-
itical principle. In
practice it is only

tlmes, as we have
scen in our own
day, the limits are
very narrow
indced, Speech and
publication have .
beerr allowed only
if they have agreed

decrees or coin-
cided with minis-
terial needs.

But our concern
here is not with
politics in the sense of the right order-
ing of the affairs of society in al,
but with lhe * All-or-Nothing school -
prophets .
mean much, but was it not th who :
mmted that their tenchm; should not '

ractised only *“without” but -
shou primarily be feit * within "7
Is our official community really wise
in organising itself so exclusively and
in such strait laces as to have no room
for those who deviate from the
tradition: and is there,
indeed, a “pure” tradition? And

was not the sage of Berlin right when
e affirmed that religious principles are
matters of persuasion and conviction
and admit neither of compulsion nor
of bnbery ?

Extérior of the :wm’ in which Spinoza. lived in Amsterdem

The idea of reversing the umm-
mumcmon on Spinoza, even if

be averse 50, - On the

“contrary, 1 thmk it should stand and

be. teml:s\bered. M it alat;ds and is

ISRAEL S WATER PROBLEM

By LORD STRABOLGI

NE of Isracl’s most popular-
folk-songs, often heard in

the
refrain, *
It did not take me long to find out
the meaning-of this word.” Water
is Israel's most pressing problem,
for the country has no regular
rainfall. The long summer is hot
and dry; only during the winter
months from Noyember
April is there rain. In some years
this is below average. For example,

kibbutzim, has the

_in 1955 there was almost a.drought.YSars.

that the visit Ames paid and reported
on to Margaret Fell was to Spinoza.

"DmbCo--ity

The terms of the report are mterest-

communal or pohucal considerations,
‘only -of - Oppos

“ within ” and “wuhout”x and of the
Inper Light,

ideas. It is generally held that the

excommunication was on political

grou and 1 understand that Dr.
Teicher, of Cambﬁdge, ‘has in the
press some inter
aspect. The position of the
newly admitted Jewish community in
Amsterdam was 0 precarious that it
could: not afford (we are told) to keep
within its ranks overt * atheists *; and
any person known to hold unorthodox

| -views -was almost of course dubbed
. atheist and thus became, for the com-

munity, a political risk.
On the _conventional political
ground, therefore, of salus imperii the

. excommunication, we are told, was

ified, and personally I am prepared
o : Indeed. T shontd prefer
{ ] hg' - t termpo
their: very: mature rary.
mnt 5. a0d. T sh | 4ike 1o think -
thaf “this famom case of Jewith
non arote out

ition between:

rhaps  Ames, as
a recent i:onvert to uakerism, had an. -
eye and ear only for these Quaker’

new material on -

ofthe-

ing. ' _There is no mention made of ..

Certain areas have local water, but
thcy are exceptional.

. For irrigation Israel’ relm on her
rivers, .The mountainous north has
sufficient  water, -but the amouml of
cultivable land is limited. In coo-

trast the south has large areas-of-land--

thatcouldbemdefemle but there.is
nolsuﬂicmmertoxrﬁgatethem

The need for additional water is-
.mo:t pressing as the acreage of culti-

vated land under irrigation has trebled,

- and Israel’'s population doubled, since
“the est?blmhmm of the State.

my. recent visit 1 made a -

During
close study of Isracl's great irrigation
plans: the Yarkon-Negev Scheme and

was cﬁmplaed m Juse, 1955 "l'hu

fand by one. quarm:.

mayim, mayim, mayim.”

- of enginecring skill,

until

from the Jordan, her greatest river,

tursl Engineeri

_master

The Negcv contains more than h"ém_

Yarkon-Negev pipeline to bring water
to the castern Negev-will be completed

in 1958, when two-thirds of the water,

from the River Yarkon will be
diverted to the Negev., The remaining
third will supply Tel Aviv's require-
ments and also ensure the preservation .

- of this beauuful ‘Tiver- in its- present -

form.

This schemc is a brilliant example’
but it is not:
enough., The whole Negev has to rely
on water from this small river.

. At Israel's present rate of expansion,
the Yarkon_ has. only sufficient water’
.10 supply the Negev for a few more
It _is_for thnm that_the
Jordan Scheme is so important.
Indeed, any large-scale development in
Isracl must ultimately depend on water

The Jordan
by

Scheme was onginally
proposed
Lowd:let‘nulk

Professor. Waiter C
America's leading -

-authority “on sal*emsmn and nmpl-

tion, whoitnowheadof!hcmn
Depariment at the

Israel Institute ‘l‘eclmolm in Haifa.

From -bis -experience of similar tpwb-___:_

lems in. olhcr ris of the w >
Professor L p‘lk oomved thi:

e'l‘ibenu in

ula, In

north -
Northern Galilee hel ‘Lake 'H
what a few years ago was an nnin_‘

'

To t

?a'lu
rnd'mon of it has been
_.where the
al BNot

T

e L it . et W i e i e S, e el Ay

Ysrkon-Nem
in the Negev.
il ‘under setive
gpeline will joan""" '

Johnston as his special ambassador to ”

mediate between the Arab States and
- Isrzel and to see-if -3 regional

.. might not bedcwwdtomﬂtelom
-'for their mutual benefit.

 Scheme w _
dom of Jordan, and aho Syria,

_The rmll

“otain~ Jordan “water

Y mhuury of the Jordan, the m

abem envmpnl Iu Pro-

Sl;ioa then, Tarsel ha suspended
: wor
Anb tes, who refuse
" ¢o-operate in this scheme although by

_‘dmn iotbcy would benefit,
The Arabs

‘has

i i st i - ot S " i i ot - PRI

historical fact away. 1 !or one would

Fis Jorden

ding an a ment with the
’ Whmmw.,

;tl::e ﬁrdau River Schen:le The first is l;?bntfgkareaﬂ gn :ile t ' As erfelu-e fg: two reasons.
. y in operation and nearing com- . e Hula str 8- great. . First, they er. to deny themselves.
pletlon the second remaing in suspen- malarial swamp. The Jo leq:d it the use of the Jordan waters in order
sion for political reasons. . way through- this mamp and & grest. 40 deny- to lsrael, and thus hold
Israel has only two important . deal of .its walcr was lost in descent  up her __mw _o_f _progress. This refusal o
rivers: the Jordan, of which 73 miles ‘through evaporation. . 8 part of their economic emba E
flows through Isracli territory; and ... Now great chas have beeu dug wly ‘the Arabs do not wish 10
the Yarkon, at Tel Aviv, which is. 16‘1-1-?’."&!‘ ugh the swamp and the river bed.  co-opera e in the scheme because they
miles long. At present the Yarkon is . acTOSS the lake deepened. ‘Swamp  “feel that ‘this w | innply ‘their
'snpplym: mrly all the water for lhehu beén dnintl nﬁ_ soon. Lah Huls ition of Jarael. . -




