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“Now if our language is fundamentally, I often suspect incurably, unsympathetic towards 3
the abstract, how can we dream of ‘philosophy in the Hebrew University’ at all?” (Jan Katzew,
“Leon Roth: His Life and Thought,” PhD dissertation, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem,

1997, p. 331)

“[T]he European mind has been led astray by its facility in its use of abstractions, and *
we would...welcome a language for...philosophic thought, in which abstractions...are only
manufactured with pain” (ibid.)
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“the greatest being Gersonides and Crescas,” p. 333 ©
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“[IIn this age of transition, as in the medieval period, the greatest services to the Hebrew ’

language are to be done in the field of translation. We want to know what the language is
capable of,” p. 332

“[It is possible that] the true line of Hebrew philosophical development lies not in the 8

modernized language or in what the translators are able to translate, but in the ancient
language and in what the translators cannot translate,” pp. 333-334

“[IImmortality is denied to any product of the Jewish genius which was not written in or at °
least turned into Hebrew,” p. 336
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Leon Roth, “The Resurgence of Hebrew,” Jewish Journal of Sociology 1 (1959): 184 12
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