THIRTEEN

THE VISION FOR THE APPOINTED TIME!

Son of man, what is this proverb that ye have
in the land of Israel, saying, The days are
prolonged, and every vision faileth ?2

‘Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint’ (Prov.
29: 18) or, as the Authorised Version has it, with more sense
but less philological justification, the ‘people perisheth’.
Utopias have always cajoled, and eased the burdens of, man-
kind. The notable point about the Utopias of the Hebrew
Seriptures is that the jfuture they depict is in principle open
to all. Even when, as so often, the central place in the picture
is occupred by the restored Israel, it is an Israel which has
been thrice purged and to which ‘all flesh® has been added, In
‘that day’, indeed, it s rather ‘all flesh® which includes
Israel than Israel which includes ‘all flesh’. The typical

prophetic message s addressed to all humankind: ‘He hath
shewed thee, O man, what is good.’

The voice of one that crieth, Prepare ye in the wilder-
ness the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert
a high way for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough places plain.

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together.®

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
*Hab. 2: 3. *Ezek. 12: 22. *Isa. 40: 8-5.
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daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall sce visions: and also
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those
days will I pour out my spirit.}

There shall be poured upon us a spirit from on high.?

And your eyes shall see and ye shall say, The Lord be
magnified beyond the border of Israel.?

Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth: for I am God, and there is none else.*

The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel
saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside his own
that are gathered.®

The stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, shall
come out of a far country for thy name’s sake.®

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.?

And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above
the hulls; and peoples shall flow unto it. And many
nations shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge between many peoples, and shall

1oel, 2: 28-29, *Mal. 1: 5. “Isa. 56: 8. "Hab, 2: 14
“Isa. 32: 15 (0A).  4lsa. 45: 22, o] Kings 8: 41, Al s
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